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Europe. Why should he abandon it before he
had marched on Paris ? " I am afraid," he wrote
gloomily to Godolphin, cc our best allies are very
fond of a peace/' and he instructed the Dutch
generals emphatically that France was not yet
reduced to her "just bounds/' although what
the just bounds were he omitted to tell them.

To add to his perplexities, Marlborough learned
in the autumn of 1706 of political upheavals in
England. Secure in their majority, the Whigs
were demanding a more powerful representation
in the Cabinet. They sought as the first and
easiest step to make Marlborough's Whig son-in-
law, Sunderland, Secretary of State. Harley, the
Tory Secretary, was reluctant and Godolphin
talked of resigning. Marlborough was fearful not
only of losing his friend, the Treasurer, but that
such dissensions in London would encourage the
Dutch to seek a separate peace with France. He
pleaded with Godolphin for one more year in
which to '" win the war." Although at first he
had assured his wife (who was, of course, rabid
for Sunderland) that " a villainous race of vipers
was planning to make the Queen uneasy at home "
and that Sunderland was unsuited to a Secretary-
ship of State, by the autumn he had changed his
tune. He begged Godolphin to stay in office and to
convert Harley to accepting the Whig terms,
In October he pleaded with the stubborn Queen
to be governed " by the only party which will
rally in support of her measures " - a very differ-
ent tone from his non-party professions of 1702
and later. Eventually the Queen unwillingly
gave way. In December Sunderland became